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Biometric identity document for foreign nationals

Since joining Schengen on 12 Decem-
ber 2008, Switzerland has been issu-
ing a new credit card-sized identity
document for foreign nationals. It is
issued to people in Switzerland who
are not nationals of the European
Union (EU) or European Free Trade
Association (EFTA) Member States, or
who are not in Switzerland by virtue
of the Free Movement of Persons
Agreement.

As part of further development of
the identity document, biometric
data will be stored in a document
chip commencing 2011. By introduc-
ing the biometric identity document,
Switzerland is implementing a further

development of Schengen law and at
the same time reinforcing a global
trend in enhancing document securi-
ty using state-of-the-art technology
to prevent fraudulent use. As before,
the new biometric identity docu-
ment indicates the foreigner’s status
in Switzerland and, together with
a valid national passport, entitles
the holder to travel throughout the
Schengen area without a visa.
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What data does the biometric identity document contain?
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. Name of the document

Document number

. Symbol indicating biometric chip
. Name and first name(s) according

to the holder’s passport

. Period of validity

. Date and place of issue

. Name of the document in words
. Area for comments by the

migration authorities

. Signature of holder




What data does the biometric identity document contain?
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10. Date and place of birth
11. Nationality according to passport
12. Gender
13a. Mandatory area for comments
— ZEMIS number and cantonal
reference number (if available)
— Date of entry into Switzerland
— Name according to civil registry
office (if available and differing
from name according to
passport)
13b. Area for comments by the
migration authorities
14. Machine-readable zone (MRZ)




Biometric data

'5‘ This symbol on the up-
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the front of the card
indicates that an invisible biometric
data chip is inserted into the docu-
ment. It contains two digital finger-
prints and a facial image. The data
are stored for five years and may only
be used for issuing a new identity
document.

The biometric identity document for
foreign nationals fulfils strict inter-
national requirements. The data are
protected by a secure access control
and an electronic key. The finger-
prints are especially protected. The
chip does not allow a person to be
located or monitored.




Holders

Nationals of non EU or EFTA Member
States, or people from third countries
who are not in Switzerland by virtue
of the Free Movement of Persons
Agreement are issued with the docu-
ment. The permit categories remain
unchanged:

e Short-term residence permit (L)

e Annual residence permit (B)

e Permanent residence permit (C)

Nationals from EU and EFTA Member
States and people in Switzerland un-
der the Free Movement of Persons
Agreement are not issued the new
identity document. Instead, they con-
tinue to be issued with the existing
identity document (paper document
in a plastic sleeve). Likewise, nothing
changes for holders of a residence
permit with employment (Ci), cross-
border commuter permit (G), permit
for asylum-seekers and permit for
provisionally admitted aliens.




Application procedure and issuance

Existing non-biometric identity docu-
ments for foreign nationals remain
valid until the date indicated on the
document. The biometric identity
document is only issued once the old
document has expired or has to be
reissued due to amendments in the
data.

The application procedure and the
issuance of a biometric identity docu-
ment are determined by the canton of
residence. The biometric data is regis-

tered by the competent authority in
the canton of residence, and the iden-
tification of the applicant is based
on his/her passport. The document is
manufactured by a single company,
and is handed out to the applicant by
the usual means. Fees for the docu-
ment comprise three parts: the appli-
cation procedure, the manufacture of
the document and the registration of
the biometric data.




Further information:

www.fom.admin.ch
Communal and migration
authorities

Schweizerische Eidgenossenschaft
Confédération suisse
Confederazione Svizzera
Confederaziun svizra

hes Justiz- und Polizei tement EJPD
Département fédéral de justice et police DFJP
Dipartimento federale di giustizia e polizia DFGP
Departament federal da giustia e polizia DFGP
Bundesamt fiir Migration BFM
Offi(e fédéral des migrations ODM
federale della migrazione UFM
Ufﬁzl federal da migraziun UFM




