
Practical indications for authorities when filling out Annex V and VI 
 
 

 
  

The «competent authority» is defined 
by the law of the State of origin of the 

decision. It is in general NOT the 
maintenance authority under the New 
York / Hague Conventions, but rather 
the court or chancellery of the court. 

The date of service, necessary only for default 
judgments, is the date when the defendant 

actually received the document instituting the 
proceedings. It is generally indicated on the 

certificate of service under the Hague Service 
Convention, or on court documents.  

It is important to provide this information, as it is not always easy 
for a receiving maintenance enforcement agency to know whether 
legal aid has been granted. This information is necessary as those 

parties may benefit from exemptions from costs, and in some 
countries this is a prerequisite for handling cases under the New 

York Convention on maintenance enforcement. 

It is useful to clearly indicate the operative 
part of the decision which is to be enforced in 

the specific case. In some cases, this can 
significantly reduce translation costs, e.g. in 
divorce proceedings where only the decision 

regarding maintenance falls under the Lugano 
Convention, but not the divorce itself nor 

provisions regarding the matrimonial 
relationship.  



 

 

The «competent authority» is defined by 
the law of the State of origin of the title. It 

is in general NOT the maintenance 
authority under the New York / Hague 

Conventions, but rather the 
guardianship/child protection agency that 
ratified the maintenance agreement or the 

Notary that established the title. 
 

It is useful to clearly indicate the operative 
part of the title which is to be enforced in the 

specific case. In some cases, this can 
significantly reduce translation costs, e.g. if 
only parts of the title fall under the Lugano 

Convention.  


